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1 Copies may be obtained at cost from the
National Technical Information Service, 5285
Port Royal Road, Springfield, VA 22161.

(1) The statute, regulation, or rule
authorizing you to ask for the SSN.

(2) The uses that will be made of the
SSN.

(3) If he or she is legally obligated to
provide the SSN.

(b) The Air Force requests an individ-
ual’s SSN and provides the individual
information required by law when any-
one enters military service or becomes
an Air Force civilian employee. The
Air Force uses the SSN as a service or
employment number to reference the
individual’s official records. When you
ask someone for an SSN as identifica-
tion (ID) to retrieve an existing record,
you do not have to restate this infor-
mation.

(c) Executive Order 9397, November
22, 1943, authorizes using the SSN as a
personal identifier. This order is not
adequate authority to collect an SSN
to create a record. When law does not
require disclosing the SSN or when the
system of records was created after
January 1, 1975, you may ask for the
SSN, but the individual does not have
to disclose it. If the individual refuses
to respond, use alternative means of
identifying records.

(d) SSNs are personal and unique to
each individual. Protect them as FOR
OFFICIAL USE ONLY (FOUO). Do not
disclose them to anyone without an of-
ficial need to know.

Subpart D—Giving Access to
Privacy Act Records

§ 806b.10 Making a request for access.

Persons or their designated rep-
resentatives may ask for a copy of
their records in a system of records.
Requesters need not state why they
want access to their records. Verify the
identity of the requester to avoid unau-
thorized disclosures. How you verify
identity will depend on the sensitivity
of the requested records. Persons with-
out access to notary services may use
an unsworn declaration in the fol-
lowing format: ‘I declare under penalty
of perjury (if outside the United States,
add ‘under the laws of the United
States of America’) that the foregoing
is true and correct. Executed on (date).
(Signature).’

§ 806b.11 Processing a request for ac-
cess.

Consider a request from an individual
for his or her own records in a system
of records under both the Freedom of
Information Act (FOIA) and the Pri-
vacy Act regardless of the Act cited.
The requester need not cite any Act.
Process the request under whichever
Act gives the most information. When
necessary, tell the requester under
which Act you processed the request
and why.

(a) Requesters should describe the
records they want. They do not have to
name a system of records number, but
they should at least name a type of
record or functional area. For requests
that ask for ‘all records about me,’ ask
for more information and tell the per-
son how to review the Air Force sys-
tems of records published in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER or in AFDIR 37–144 1,
‘Privacy Act Systems of Record’ (for-
merly AFR 4–36).

(b) Requesters should not use govern-
ment equipment, supplies, stationery,
postage, telephones, or official mail
channels for making Privacy Act re-
quests. Privacy Act Officers and sys-
tem managers process such requests
but tell requesters that using govern-
ment resources to make Privacy Act
requests is not authorized.

(c) Tell the requester if a record ex-
ists and how to review the record. If
possible, respond to requests within 10
workdays of receiving them. If you
cannot answer the request in 10 work-
days, send a letter explaining why and
give an approximate completion date
no more than 20 workdays after the
first office received the request.

(d) Show or give a copy of the record
to the requester within 30 workdays of
receiving the request unless the system
is exempt and the Air Force lists the
exemption in appendix C of this part;
or published as a final rule in the FED-
ERAL REGISTER. Give information in a
form the requester can understand.

(e) If the requester wants another
person present during the record re-
view, the system manager may ask for
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